CONTINUOUS

SCHOOL
IMPROVEMENT

Professional Learning Communities
(PLC) provide professional development
for classroom teachers to enhance student
achievement. PLC meetings are held
weekly to develop instructional strategies
while incorporating best practices. The
SIP is driven by a quest to achieve
Meaningful Engaged Learning (MEL).

Family Friendly Schools

A program to develop relationships among
leadership, staff, and families that creates a
culture of high performance through
improved parental engagement

Clear, measurable path to enhance student
achievement through family engagement

Identification of critical obstacles to academic success
through faculty and family communication

Improvement in the academic success of all students

A strong focus on effective two-way communication
between home and school

Whatever it takes!
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Margaret Goode, Principal
Russ Abshire, Assistant Principal
Brad Brinkley, Assistant Principal
Terry Collins, Assistant Principal
Saberly O’Quain, Administrative Intern
Maureen LeJeune, CSI/EXP coach
Carla Friday, CSI/EXP coach

Accredited by Southern Association of Colleges and Schools,
a division of AdvanceEd (SACS)

PROFESSIONAL
LEARNING
COMMUNITIES

Mapleswood Middl School

School Improvement at a Glance
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“Our mission is to work fogether to provide
quality education for a// our students.”

PreK—Grade 8
4401 Maplewood Drive
Sulphur, LA 70663
Phone: 337-625-5521
FAX: 337-625-8725
http://maplewood.cpsb.org/




MEANINGFUL

ENGAGED LEARNING

* Student/teacher relationship: * Hands-COm: Doing things,
Positive attitude, Fun, Sense of Activities, Experiential
Humnor, Physically & Learning, Learning =
Emotionally Safe, Belonging & Patterns from Experience
Respect * Learning styles: Multiple

* Helping Students Succeed: High Intelligences, Differentiated
expectations, Confidence in Instruction
abilities

“Experience:

Environment:
Patherns and Leammg Slyles

Relationship & Rapport
Meaningful
Engaged

Learning *

Motivation: Meaning:

Why would I want
to learn this?

* [nterest: Novelty, Mystery, * Connections: Te Frevious
Curiesity, “Blood & Guts,” Learning, Relates to Students’
Fantasy, Driven by Students’ Liwes, The “"Velero Mind”
Ouestions * Context: Waking Personal

b Autonomy: Cheices, Decision- Ieaning, Real World Work
Making, Flanning, Designing, or Audierice, Metaphors &
Creating Mental Frarneworks, How

* Avnid Rewards Used or Useful

Mike buir - Winter 2001
httpy rreneeamomel org

The School Improvement Plan (SIP)
is based on the analysis from the
independent Louisiana Needs
Assessment (LANA) observations.
As a result of these findings,
Maplewood has incorporated
research-based MEL* strategies and
structures to improve student
achievement.

Differentiated Instruction

e Teachers address varying learning styles during
instruction.

e Students are active learners, decision makers, and
problem solvers.

e "Covering information" takes a backseat to

making learning relevant to students’ lives.

Students are regularly provided choices with

assignments.

Cooperative Learning Structures

Structures that enhance academic achievement and
improve student relationships, social skills and ability
levels (http://www.kaganonline.com/).

Reading/Learning Styles

Determining the way students read and learn most
easily and effectively. Students participate in a
computer-based RSI survey to access individual
learning styles (http://www.nrsi.com/).

Thinking Thinking Maps

A common visual language for
learning within and across
content areas. The development
of thinking skills and mapping
techniques helps students to
exhibit ideal writing skills and

to become optimal learners as
they develop life-long skills when
acquiring new information.

(http://www.thinkingmaps.com/)

Higher Order Thinking

Verb Wheel Based on Bloom’s Taxonomy

Complex thinking that goes beyond basic recall of
facts, such as evaluation and invention, enablin
students to retain information and to apply proilem—
solving solutions to real-world problems.
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Technology

Technology and multimedia applications are used
as a tool to enhance and enrich students’ learning
experiences in educational settings and real-world
applications.

Quality

Places a strong focus on process measurement as a
means of continuous school improvement and is
a tool for teachers and students to evaluate and
improve their learning processes.




